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Family Farms: a Base for the Change of FarmerstlIdentity

L Based on the Investigation of Lujiang County, Anhui Province

Wu Yemiao

Abstract: Urbanization, especially the new type of rapid development of urbanization, prompts more
and more farmers to flow into cities and towns. Thus, some severe phenomena, including multiple job-hold
ing production, sideline production and production mainly undertaken by old men, appeared in agricultural
production. Therefore, some living-in-village farmers, including migrant workers flowing back home, trans
fer farmerst_contracted land to establish family farms. The rise and development of family farms will put an
end to the traditional agriculture, reduce small farmers, and change living-in-village farmers into profession
al farmers or city citizens withl-decentNjobs. From the perspective of current reform in mode of agricultural
production, living-in-village famers are changing their status by relying on family farmers. Surely, there will
be a process for either family farms to replace decentralized farming households or for living-in-village farm
ers to change their status. During this period, we must respect farmers' will, give them the autonomy to man
age their own business, support them to manage their family farms better as well as provide basic public ser
vices for family farms and farmerststatus change.

Keywords: living-in-village farmers; family farms; professional farmer
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