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[1] Paul de Man, Blindness and Insight: Essays in the Rhetoric of Contemporary Criticism Minneapolis: University of Min
nesota Press, 1983 .
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Thick grow the reed leaves;

Their white dew turns to frost.

That so-called someone

Must be somewhere along this stream.
I went up the river to look for him/her,
But the way was difficult and long.

| went down the stream to look for him/her,
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Both Blind Spots and Insights

in the Interpretation of The Book of Songs

L_ Also on the Contributions of the Interpretation to Chinese Poetic Theory
Gu Mingdong

Abstract: The voluminous interpretation of The Book of Songs, a source of Chinese literature, plays a
prominent role in the history of Chinese literary criticism. By reviewing various schools and practices of her
meneutic tradition of The Book of Songs from the perspective of modern hermeneutics, we can understand

why it is the source of Chinese literature and why the schools of interpretation are so diverse and even incom
patible with each other, contributing to constructing modern poetics. With a post-structural poetic method,
we can see the abundance and diversity of interpretation derives from openness and the openness benefits
from both blind spots and insights in the interpretation of The Book of Songs, which are the foundations of the
interpretation. Therefore, we should be committed to reexamining the hermeneutic tradition of The Book of
Songs from plural modern perspectives, discovering insights as well as identifying blind spots. We should not

only offer new paths for reading poems in The Book of Songs but also focus on e Bcus  Songs
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