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Gender Difference in Educational Expectations
of Middle School Students: Characteristics and Causes
Huang Chao Wu Yuxiao

Abstract: The advantage of females in education is becoming a topic of great concern in sociology. The
present study, from the perspective of social interaction theory, investigates the effects of and gender differ
ence in educational expectations of junior middle school students both at home and at school from three
groups of the major subjects of socialization, namely, parents, peers, and teachers. The study shows that, first
ly, the educational expectations of girl students are higher than those of boy students; secondly, at home boy
students are more under parents ~supervision while at school girl students are more encouraged by aspirant
peers and teachers; thirdly, parents =supervision, peers ~progress, and teachers Zencouragement all have a
positive effect on educational expectations, in which, however, there is remarkable gender difference. Accord
ing to above findings, the authors argue that the® “crisis of boys””in educational expectations occurs mainly at
school. The advantage of female education has brought about many new changes in gender inequality, which
have far-reaching influence on gender equality, social gender order, as well as policies and practice.

Keywords: educational expectations; gender difference; family; school; peers
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